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CONSTIPATION
Hogs are rapid eaters and frequently bolt large quantities of feed without sufficient mastication or chewing. If the feed contains a large amount of fibrous or indigestible matter, the stomach and bowels may become packed with a mass of this dry material. Digestion moves too slowly and the disease takes on the nature of an impaction or stoppage of the bow7els.
The constipated animal often moves stiffly and may show signs of' pain, as evidenced by grunting and frequent attempts to pass manure. It is said that some constipated hogs assume a squatting position similar to that of a dog. The bowel movements are usually very scanty and dry. The animals move with arched back and mincing gait. If the attempts to pass manure are violent, such straining may result in piles.
To relieve the animal it will be necessary to take away all feed, but supply plenty of clean drinking water. A good physic in the form of a small handful of Epsom salts should be given in the drinking water.
When normal bowel movements are secured, the animal should be fed carefully for a few days, using easily digested and laxative feeds, such as bran mashes and slop.
CHOKE
Choking is caused by the blocking of the oesophagus or gullet. It may result when hogs attempt to swallow too large objects such as potatoes, turnips, pumpkins, apples, or even bones. Hogs are notoriously greedy feeders and a condition of this kind is not uncommon.
The choking animal refuses further feed and may stand with its head close to the ground, mouth open, and drooling. It may retch frequently and try to dislodge the object by vomiting. If the passage is blocked by something like a large potato, breathing may be difficult and saliva fiows freely from the mouth. When cattle and horses choke, it is often possible to locate the object in the neck by manipulation with the hands, but the neck of a pig is